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Once an Applemen, Always an Applemen

 Mr. Shawn Martz, Musselman High School teacher 
and volleyball coach won the NFHS WV Volleyball coach of 
the year! He is the only coach in Berkeley County to receive 
this amazing award.
 After coaching for 17 years at MuHS and winning 
his 500th game this season, he also won his 5th state title at 
the state tournament in Charleston, WV this year. Martz has 
made it to states nine out of the last ten years here at MuHS. 
He has dedicated his personal time and efforts to his teams, 
trying to make them the best.
  Martz is excited about the award but quick to point 
out it is not an individual award. “It’s a nice honor, but it’s re-
ally an award for the kids and all of their hard work. Without 
the team I would have never gotten this award,” said Coach 
Martz. 
 Hopefully the team continues in the following years 
to build on this great success.
 Our volleyball players are proud of their coach’s suc-
cess.  “Coach Martz is a good coach. He knows how to teach 
us and help us become better players,” said Kira Willams and 
Rachel Ratliff, volleyball players on the team.
 Congratulations to Coach Martz on receiving this 
award, and congrats to their entire volleyball program for 
another state championship season! 

 Is there a student in 
your English class who didn’t 
have to do the book report?  
Did your lab partner not have 
to make up the lab he or she 
missed?  Are there students in 
your Math class relaxing while 
you’re taking the semester 
exam? 
 If so, they probably have a 
GSA rewards card. 
 The GSA (General 
Summative Assessment) re-
wards card is a way for students to earn extra 
points in a core class. Any student who scores 
mastery or above on the assessment will re-
ceive 100 points in that subject the next school 
year.
 Next year there will be even more 
opportunities to improve because administra-
tion will have more data to go on. Students 
will no longer have to score mastery or above 
to receive a rewards card.  GSA cards will 
be awarded for improving your score from 
the previous year. This means every student, 
regardless of his or her academic strengths and 
weaknesses, has a realistic opportunity to earn 
a card. 
 Because the administration can now 
pull more data from the assessment, in the 
future students will be not have advance an 
entire level to receive points. If a student’s raw 
score improves, he or she will receive points 
for showing even a modest improvement. 
Teachers and administrators hope students 
will give maximum effort this year, and they 
are prepared to reward you for your hard 
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work.     
 Back when we were still taking the 
WestTest, the staff was trying to come up with 
ways to reward the students who improved or 
achieved mastery or above. The GSA rewards 
card is the brainchild of teachers and admin-
istrators who were looking to give students a 
tangible reward for trying their best on the end 
of year assessment.  
  “It is a good way to motivate students 
to do the best they can on the GSA and to re-
ward you for doing a good job,” said Assistant 
Principal Mr. Kamlowsky.   
 Depending on how many points you 
receive, your teacher chooses how you can 
use it in his or her class. Many students use 
the cards to opt out of the semester exam.  The 
cards can also be used to skip projects and 
certain assignments. 
	 The	GSA	rewards	card	is	a	terrific	
incentive program that makes the end of year 
assessment important to every student.  
 So, as Kamlowsky said, “Just give your 
best effort!”  A little effort can save you a lot of 
heartache in the future! 

Ace the test,  
take a rest
GSA Cards offer rewards for student achievement on end of 
year assessment

Martz, volleyball team
 earn awards for excellence

by Kyrstin Murphy

by Anna Wolf
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 Semester 
exams are a great way 
to evaluate students on 
what they have learned 
through the courses 
thus far in the school 
year. First semester 
exams are coming up 
here at Musselman 
High School quicker 
than we think they are. 
As students, we all 
dread exams because 
they sometimes deter-
mine whether we pass the semester 
or not. 
 There are various ways 
teachers prepare us for exams. Some 
give students a study guide a couple 
weeks before the exam. If a teacher 
lets students know what they need to 
study for the exam, they won’t be so 
shocked when they see the test. 
 Projects are one way that 
some teachers can do exams; others 
give out tests on the scheduled exam 
day. 
 Studying for exams or any 
kind of test is very important. Many 

 Being a kid in high school can 
be very tough and challenging. I was 
always a very shy kid in elementary 
and intermediate schools. Your teach-
ers usually push and nag you on about 
your grades, and sometimes you get 
random participation points. But high 
school is a totally different ball game.
In high school, teachers begin to give 
you space that you wish you would’ve 
never gotten.  Less rules doesn’t mean 
you should let everything go and not 
care; it means you really need to buckle 
down and think about what’s more 
important.
 Beginning high school my 
freshman year I was extremely petri-
fied.		Anything	and	everything	I	did	
I was second guessing. Life after high 
school wasn’t really much of a thought. 
Sophomore year came around, and that 
was the year that I slacked off. School 
and my grades didn’t really matter or 
mean anything to me at all. I still man-
aged to keep a 3.4 gpa or above the en-
tire year, but that is only because I still 
did my work. Although I did my work, 
my tests scores went into the ground.
 Junior year I was relaxed.  Con-
sidering it was my second to last year 

exams are not very easy to take. 
They aren’t short either. Most ex-
ams are longer than your normal 
tests and quizzes in class. All of 
us students should have a study-
ing pattern and a certain amount 
of time set to study for our tests. 
If we all took time to study, we 
should all do well on our exams 
and	pass	our	first	semester!
 I wish everyone luck on 
their	first	semester	exams!	Focus	
and study hard!

Exams on the way
by Katelyn Housley

of high school, I really needed to kick 
butt. The classes seemed fairly easy, 
but	some	definitely	prepped	me	for	
what college is going to be like. The 
amount of notes and paperwork in-
creased. My free time was very limit-
ed. If I missed school and was deathly 
sick, the work as still due the day that 
I came back. Junior year was the year 
that I realized why it’s important to 
care about your future and how fast it 
comes. 
  I started vet classes online my 
junior year in the summer. My future 
was getting so close. My stress levels 
sky rocketed, and my cap and gowns 
were ordered. The point I am trying 
to get across to you is don’t rush high 
school. Be a kid for as long as you 
possibly can. Make great memories, 
and stay out of trouble, but also never 
forget about your grades. 
 I am a senior now, and I’m 
realizing that all of my friends aren’t 
going to be around anymore. Sit back 
and enjoy school while you can. You 
only get to go to high school once. Col-
lege and working are responsibilities 
and	definitely	not	as	fun	as	school.

Four unforgettable years
by Brittany Gifft
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 In the month of November, the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Education introduced what is called “West Virgin-
ia’s Accountability System.” It is designed to give an annual 
update on measures that show parents and the community 
how the students are achieving and how well the students are 
learning.
 Each school in the state of West Virginia will be cal-
culated on an A-F grading scale. It provides what the school 
is succeeding at and what needs to be improved. They base 
the grade from the following: A: Distinction Performance, B: 
Commendable Performance, C:Acceptable Performance, D:Un-
acceptable Performance, and F:Lowest Performance. 
 After your school receives a grade, areas that need to 
improve will be listed. The West Virginia Department of Edu-
cation, RESAs, and County School Systems will obtain certain 
support and resources that will increase a school’s overall 
performance.
 Earning a B grade, Musselman High School is the 
highest ranked high school in Berkeley County; whereas, Mar-
tinsburg High School is ranked the lowest with a D. Mussel-
man Middle School is one of the few area schools that received 
an A grade. 

FAFSA
www.fafsa.gov

deadline: March 1st

The grades are in
by Carley Gray
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 If you haven’t noticed recently, 
Crocs have plagued Musselman and 
many surrounding schools. Back in 2012 
when Crocs were just starting to get pop-
ular, it seemed like everyone hated them, 
but their popularity among teens has 
definitely	risen	in	the	past	couple	years.	
 I too own a pair of crocs, but it’s 
not like I wear them 24/7 and worship 
them. With a Net income of $2.24M 
(2014) and most shoes starting at $40 a 
pair,	the	Crocs	Company	is	definitely	
making	some	money	off	their	glorified	
rubber clogs. 
 It all started by just a few people 
wearing them around school, which 
started a trend apparently, so now every-
one’s all about them. It seems like there 
are many Croc enthusiasts who only ever talk about Crocs and how much 
they’ve impacted their lives. It’s not that serious people;they’re just shoes. 
 Don’t get me wrong, Crocs are a very versatile shoe, but some 
people take the obsession a little too far. Like Crocs and jeans... really? I’m 
honestly surprised there’s not a club dedicated fully to the adoration of 
the CEO of Crocs. 
 Who knows when this croc infatuation will subside, but until then 
consider some alternative choices of footwear, such as Sketchers, Nike 
shoxs, Uggs (everyone’s fav winter shoe), slides, and more. But on a real 
note, you can never go wrong with any kind of Vans or Converse.

Croc-a-doodle, don’t!
by Bekah Peddicord

Favorite Thanksgiving
Food Poll
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 2016 is crawling to an end, and 2017 is coming in hot. 2017 is a 
brand new year full of endless opportunities and a great time to make a 
New Year’s resolution. In case you don’t know what a New Year’s Reso-
lution is or how to come up with one, let me enlighten your mind.
 With a brand new year approaching, it’s a great time to make some 
positive changes. A New Year’s resolution is making an improvement or 
setting a goal for you to achieve in the upcoming year.
  One common idea is getting into shape. Exercising not only will 
tone you up but it’ll make you feel refreshed and energized too. Start 
eating heathier. The foods that you consume affect you more than you 
think. Eating healthier can improve your mood as well, so remember, the 
better you eat the better you feel. 
Stop procrastinating. Really stop. Don’t wait until the last minute to do 
the book report you’ve known about for weeks.
 Learn to forgive. Forgiving can be hard sometimes, but once it’s said 
and done it’s a huge relief. Being able to forgive and let go of all the neg-
ativity is a great way to bring you peace of mind and kick off the New 
Year.
  Get organized. Collecting your thoughts, getting a planner, 
getting rid of clutter and keeping it gone can relieve a lot of unnecessary 
stress and make your day easier to take on.
 Stay positive. A good attitude helps you succeed in life or whatever 
you’re	working	towards.	Having	a	positive	attitude	not	only	benefits	you	
but	it	benefits	people	around	you.	
 Now, how do you make a New Year’s resolution? Think of 
something you could improve on. Don’t forget there’s always room for 
improvement. Is there a certain goal you want to set? If so, set it and 
work for it because all your hard work does pay off. Do you want to help 
people more? Look into volunteering at a soup kitchen or even help a 
neighbor shovel their driveway when it snows. Or, simply just take more 
time to appreciate and thank people.
 Freshman Brianna Bowles and Cade Miller have already made 
their New Year’s resolutions. Bowles said she doesn’t want to let things 
get to her as much as they used to. “I want to live more and make lots of 
memories.”  
 Miller said he wants to work harder in school, make it on the 
varsity football team next year, and win the next pep rally.
 Goodbye 2016, hello 2017. So go ahead and take some time to 
think of some goals you want to achieve and things you might want to 
improve on. Remember stay positive, and Happy New Years!

 Around Christmas I tend to be 
a lot happier and more pleasant to be 
around. It’s actually one of my favorite 
holidays because I get to be around my 
family and also all the little things that life 
has to offer around the holiday.
 Being able to be around my family 
makes Christmas the best. With how busy 
I am throughout the year, this holiday 
gives me the time to sit down and catch up 
with the members of my family that I ha-
ven’t had the time to visit and talk to. The 
atmosphere of having everyone that I love 
and care about in one house is enough to 
make even the angriest of people actually 
happy.
 Every year around Christmas 
Clearbrook Park has this set up of lights 
that you walk through and enjoy all the 

by Te’a Michael

New year, 
new you

lights. Since seeing all the beautiful lights 
is a big part of the Christmas season, 
I always make it a priority to make an 
appearance at least once. 
 If Christmas isn’t your favorite 
holiday, than that’s okay, but I’m still 
encouraging you to go out and make this 
Christmas one of the best that you have 
had because, as some people say, there’s 
no time like the present. Being a senior, it 
is a priority to make my last Christmas as 
a high school student the best.

The most wonderful time of the year
by Allie Hudson
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 It’s the holiday season, and sleigh bells are ring-ting tingling 
through the air. A sense of holiday spirit has seemed to permeate through-
out the hallways of Musselman High School as both students and teachers 
anticipate the start of holiday break. Holiday break is the prime time for 
family togetherness and the spreading of peace and goodwill to all. The 
times might be changing, but why should holiday tradition? Here are some 
fun holiday traditions to try with your family and friends this break:
• Make a gingerbread house (or gingerbread men): There’s nothing 
like gumdrops, candy canes, and icing to put you in a good mood. Ginger-
bread houses are both fun to look at and delicious!
• Do It Yourself Christmas ornaments: Pull out all your craft sup-
plies and spend some time making your own ornaments to decorate your 
Christmas tree. Making homemade ornaments isn’t just a great way to re-
lax and relieve yourself of all the holiday hullabaloo, but it’s also a way to 
create lasting memories for Christmases to come. Visit www.countryliving.
com for some cool ideas. 
• Go caroling: You don’t have to have a voice like Beyoncé to sing! 
Gather a group and go around your neighborhood spreading holiday 
cheer. You might just get lucky and be invited in for some hot chocolate. 
• Watch a marathon of your favorite holiday specials: Let’s face it; 
everyone has their own batch of beloved holiday movies. Some love Elf, 
while others insist that A Christmas Story is their all-time favorite. What-
ever your favorites are, pop some popcorn and settle down on the couch to 
enjoy some unbroken nostalgia. 
• Be someone’s Secret Santa: Make a neighbor, good friend, or fam-
ily member’s day with a creative, anonymous gift to surprise them with. 
Bake some sugar cookies or knit them a scarf to keep warm during the 
winter. Keep it simple but classy. 
• Spend some time with someone who celebrates a holiday different 
than you: It’s always interesting to see how others celebrate the holidays. 
In	this	highly	diverse	country,	it	isn’t	hard	to	find	someone	who	celebrates	
a	holiday	that	you	don’t.	It’s	definitely	a	positive	learning	experience	to	see	
how they do it, and you can get a lot out of seeing another way to celebrate 
the holidays. 
• Help out the less fortunate: Nothing warms the heart better in cold 
weather than helping out those who struggle during the holidays. Wheth-
er you volunteer through your church or through another organization, 
giving a little of your time and effort to the poor and disadvantaged really 
makes a difference. After all, everyone deserves to feel appreciated during 
the holidays. 
• Get your picture taken with Santa at the mall: You’re never really 
too old! Santa will be at the Apple Blossom mall located at JCPenny Court 
up until Christmas Eve this year. 
 There are countless other traditions and activities you can do with 
your family and friends in order to have an exciting and eventful holiday 
break. You can even start a new tradition of your own to keep that joyful 
spirit alive. Regardless of what your holiday break plans are or what it is 
that you celebrate, enjoy your time off and make the most out of it. Peace 
on earth, Applemen!

 Every year we hear the same 
Christmas songs being played over and 
over again, so I decided to ask around 
and	find	songs	that	people	love,	but	are	
not the traditional songs such as Jingle 
Bells and Silent night. I found songs from 
bands such as Pentatonix, Run D.M.C, 
Train, and The Backstreet Boys.
 Many of these songs were better 
than I was expecting, since I had gotten 
odd suggestions such as Dominick the 
Donkey. Of all the songs I was told to 
listen to, my three favorites are That’s 
Christmas to Me by Pentatonix, Christ-
mas in Hollis by Run D.M.C, and Shake 
Up Christmas by Train. All of these 
songs have some form of originality and 
Christmas spirit.
 Though these songs were sur-
prisingly good, there were also some 

that were surprisingly bad. My three least 
favorites are A Christmas Love Song by 
The Manhattan Transfer, Christmastime 
by The Backstreet boys, and C-H-R-I-S-T-
M-A-S by Jim Reeves. These songs were 
very boring, and in some cases agonizing 
to listen to.
 There were many songs that I 
would highly recommend anyone to 
listen to and some that made me question 
people’s taste in music. 

Jingle all the wayMake fun holiday traditions 
your mission this season

by Emma Pratt
by Amanda Custer
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 The new NBA season has 
officially	started,	and	it’s	been	an	
exciting one so far with outstanding 
dunks, exciting buzzer-beaters, and 
some extraordinary players. NBA 
basketball has been the talk of many 
students and teachers around the 
school. 
 This season has been un-
doubtedly exciting, but the league 
lost some legendary players last year 
with the losses of Kobe Bryant and Tim Duncan to retire-
ment. They’re remembered as two of the greatest players of 
all time.
 There is still an abundance of outstanding players 
in the NBA, people like LeBron James who led the Cleve-
land Cavaliers to an NBA Championship last season. Then 
there’s other players like Stephen Curry, Russell Westbrook, 
Demar Derozan, and many other players who are among 
the best in the world.
 “LeBron James is my favorite player because he’s exciting 
to watch, and he makes his teammates better,” said NBA 
enthusiast Tyler Sine. 
 So far this season the Golden State Warriors have 
the best record in the Western Conference with sixteen 
wins and two losses. The Cleveland Cavaliers have the best 
record in the Eastern Conference with thirteen wins and two 
losses.
Many students and teachers around Musselman are NBA 
fans “My favorite team is the Cleveland Cavaliers,” said 
Sine. 
 Leading the league in any stat is an extraordinary 
feat. Anthony Davis has been amazing this season, leading 
the league in points per game with just under thirty-two 
points a game. Hassan Whiteside leads the league in re-
bounding	with	fifteen	per	game,	and	James	Harden	leads	
the league in assists with an impressive twelve per game.
 Many people have predictions about how this 
season will go.  Some are saying Cleveland will get back to 
back titles. Others think that Golden State’s “super team” 
will come out on top.
 “I think either the Spurs, the Cavs, or the Warriors will win 
the championship,” said Sine. 
 No matter what, it’s going to be an exciting season 
to watch.

 “Start unknown, 
Finish unforgettable:” that is 
the saying from Varsity Cheer 
coach Christy Robinson that 
describes her team. The Var-
sity Cheerleading squad has 
been very victorious thus far 
this year and is led by a core 
of senior captains: Breanna 
Howard, Blair Lewis, Madeline 
Anders, & Kaylee Bain. 
 The cheerleading team 
is comprised of 12 seniors. 
“Most of these seniors I’ve 
coached all 4 of their years here at Mussel-
man,” said Mrs. Robinson. 
 “People don’t realize how intense 
and hard it is to be a cheerleader,” said Rob-
inson. Robinson believes people’s attitudes 
toward regarding cheerleading as a sport 
would change if they were more aware of 
how hard they train and compete.
 “I take offense to [cheerleading not 
being considered a sport] and the reason I 
believe people say that is people don’t see us 
compete,”said Robinson.  “In football they 

get	10	games	to	find	out	where	they	are,	and	
as a cheerleader you only get two minutes 
and thirty seconds to give it all you have and 
hope it’s good enough to get you to states.”
 This year, it was. The cheerleading 
team headed to states in Charleston, West 
Virginia, on December 9, and competed at the 
Charleston Civic Center on December 10. 
 “This is the last competition for the 12 
seniors, and we want to make it special,” said 
Robinson. 
 Unfortunately, injuries and sickness 
proved too much for the ladies to overcome, 
but they perservered and gave it their best.

Hoops, 
they did it again

by Dylan Turner
by David Robertson

Start unknown, 
finish unforgetable
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 Our new President has been was elected on 
November 8th, 2016. Needing 270 electoral votes to 
win, Donald Trump received 306 compared to Hillary 
Clinton’s 232 votes.
 President-elect Donald Trump was the Repub-
lican nominee for this year’s Presidential election. Some 
of his main views include building a wall to keep illegal 
immigrants out of America and healthcare reform. 
Trump has spoken in the past about how he wants to 
completely repeal Obamacare. Since he has been elect-
ed, however, he has stated that there are some parts of 
Obamacare he would like to keep in place.
 Also since the election has wrapped up, many 
Americans, especially college students, have been pro-
testing. They are protesting, vandalizing, and disputing 
the election. But when reporters ask them why they 
protest, their main answer is that they hate Trump. Do 
they know why? They rarely have an answer for that 
crucial question. Many of the protesters did not even 
vote in the presidential election this year. So what are 
they protesting?  
 The Democratic nominee, Hillary Clinton, only 
received 232 votes from the Electoral College. Although 
Clinton won 48 percent of the popular vote compared 
to Trump’s 46.6 percent, it still did not manage to give 
Hillary the win in the Electoral College. Before her 
election, Hillary campaigned for a fair tax system, a 
working economy for everyone, and equal rights for all.
 Whether or not you are a Republican or Dem-
ocratic voter, it is easy to say that both of these candi-
dates are completely different. We haven’t seen two 
candidates this drastically opposed in a long time. 
Throughout all the debates and the long campaign 
season, Clinton and Trump spent much of their time 
arguing with each other. 
Students had a variety of reactions to the election. 
 Senior Cameron Stephens’ reaction mirrored 
that of many Americans:  “The lesser of two evils…” 
It seems as if this is what most Americans have to say 
about the result. Although many people dislike both 
Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump, the election results 
indicate most citizens dislike Donald Trump less. 
 President Donald Trump is sure to make an 
impact on America in these next four years, whether 
positive or negative. It is up to us to decide if he does in 
fact, “Make America great again”. 

 Since January 20th, 2009, Barack Obama 
has led our nation as the 44th president of the 
United States. On January 20th, 2017, the presiden-
cy will be passed on to Donald Trump as the 45th 
president of the United States. Obama has made 
many contributions to our country and major 
accomplishments as President. 
      Five presidents over the past century 
have failed in attempting to create a universal 
health insurance program. In 2010, Obama signed 
the Affordable Care Act that covered 32 million 
uninsured Americans starting in 2014. The Afford-
able Care Act was set up to cut the growing cost 
of healthcare, which is the number one cause of 
many	American’s	financial	problems.	For	many	
Americans, Obamacare has not been considered 
a positive thing because of the high costs it has 
taken to support the program. 
      On December 18th, 2011, the last U.S 
troops left Iraq.  Towards the beginning of 
Obama’s presidency, ending the war was a major 
task he wanted to take on and accomplish. 
      Obama ordered Special Forces to raid a 
secret compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan. During 
this raid in 2011, terrorist Osama Bin Laden was 
eliminated and a trove of al-Qaeda documents 
was found. 
For seventeen years, the “Don’t ask, Don’t tell” 
law prohibited gay Americans from serving in the 
armed forces openly. The “Don’t ask, Don’t tell” 
law insinuated that discrimination towards gays 
was okay. Obama repealed this law, allowing gays 
and lesbians to openly serve in the military for the 
first	time.	For	some,	this	is	looked	upon	as	a	nega-
tive thing, depending on your view on gay rights. 
Obama	is	the	first	president	to	openly	support	gay	
rights. 
When Obama came into the presidency, our coun-
try was headed into a terrible recession. Obama 
managed to clean up this mess in 2009 and 2010. 
Yet, during his presidency the national debt dou-
bled from 10 trillion to 20 trillion. 

       He also put $330 million into new stan-
dardized school testing. This set new standards 
and created more competition between state 
public schools and universities. 
						 	With	the	help	of	the	first	lady,	school	
nutrition was also improved throughout the 
country. He signed the Healthy Hunger-Free 
Kids Act in 2010 mandating a $4.5 billion spend-
ing boost and new health regulations for school 
lunches. However, these school lunch regula-
tions are not widely favored by students across 
the U.S. 
One of the biggest accomplishments the Obama 
family	did	in	office	was	avoiding	scandal.	
Throughout his eight years of presidency, the 
Obama family avoided making any big, negative 
headlines and set a great family example for the 
United States and all over the world. 
 Students had a variety of reactions to Obama’s 
eight years as President.
       Senior Bella Dusing said, “His legacy 
will be Obamacare, which is sad because that’s a 
legit joke. He’s a good man but won’t be remem-
bered for his good deeds.” 
      Freshman Elizabeth Hanson said, “Well, 
I think he did some good things for our country 
as well as some bad.” 
      Whether you liked Obama as a president 
or not, he still made an impact on our country as 
the	first	African	American	president.	His	pres-
idency was a major milestone for our country, 
and	our	generation	is	lucky	to	experience	first-
hand this piece of history. 

Trump wins Obama: through 
the years

by Kaitlyn Hanson

by Leah Ratliff



10 December
Cider Press Editorials 

The Cider Press - Editorial Policy

 Editorials, reviews and columns print-
ed in The Cider Press are the individual views 
and opinions of the writer and not those of the 
newspaper staff, advisor or administration.
 In addition, The Cider Press welcomes 
editorials and letters to the editor from any 
student; however, we reserve the right to edit 
or even deny publication if it conflicts with 
the newspaper’s mission or the the school and 
student code of conduct.  
 All editorials must be emailed to cco-
llings@k12.wv.us. No anonymous editorials or 
letters to the editor will be published.  

 #BlackLivesMatter: An 
outcry for social change by a 
demographic of people who have 
either been oppressed or recog-
nize such oppression. 
 #BlackLivesMatter is an 
organization, a movement, and 
a rallying cry for racial justice. 
#BlackLivesMatter was created in 
2012 after Trayvon Martin’s mur-
derer, George Zimmerman, was 
acquitted for his crime. It is an 
international activist movement, 
originating in the African-Amer-
ican community, that campaigns 
against violence and systemic 
racism towards black people. It 
was founded by Patrisse Cullors, 
Opal Tomet, and Alicia Garza.
 Some people agree with 
the movement, and some do 
not. Civics teacher, Mr. Barrick, 
said, “Yes, I agree because it’s a 
cornerstone of what it means to 
be American. Any group has the 
right to protest. It seems to me 
that there are certain places police 
look for crimes. Statistics show 
people of color are over represent-
ed in prison because people look 
for it.”
 People have different 
views and perspectives of BLM. 
According to pewresearch.org, 
some Americans say the move-
ment is alleging white cops are 
targeting blacks. About 1/3 of 
America is familiar with BLM 
and say they do not understand 
the goals of the movement. Black 
people are more likely to say BLM 
will actually be effective. Coun-
tering slogans have included “all 
lives matter”, “blue lives matter” 
and “cop lives matter.”
  “I think it indicates that 
we have something to address 
in our country,” said U.S history 

teacher Mrs. Sullivan.
  “I believe that #Black-
LivesMatter movement is very 
important. I think that it’s a way 
to show that people really want 
change, and the movement 
won’t end until change occurs,” 
said senior Tavion Fagan. 
“I	most	definitely	think	that	
people are treated differently 
because of race. I mean do you 
not watch the news?”
 Media is a big part of 
the movement. The more media 
coverage, the more the move-
ment gains attention. People 
who are in the movement say 
media portrays the situation 
wrong. A lot of the times the 
#BlackLivesMatter movement 
is being portrayed as people 
who “hate cops” or “kill cops.” 

 For years, concerned citizens have argued over 
the absence of seatbelts on buses. Seatbelts are provided 
in motor vehicles to ensure safety while driving or in an 
accident, so the question is: Why aren’t seatbelts required 
on buses for children’s safety?
 According to The American School Bus Coun-
cil,  “School buses are carefully designed on a differ-
ent transportation and protection model than the average 
passenger car.  The children are protected like eggs in an 
egg carton – compartmentalized and surrounded with 
padding and structural integrity to secure the entire 
container.  The seat backs are raised and the shell is rein-
forced for protection against impact.”
 When drivers balance these concerns against 
the many safety features already built into the design 
of school buses, they conclude that given the way buses 
are presently operated, they are safer without seatbelts. 
Bus drivers are concerned that kids can use the buckles 
as weapons.  Arrival and departure times to and from 
schools would be delayed due to having a walk through 
to double check seat belts.
 “I think installing seatbelts on buses would create 
a problem with the seating arrangements and personal 
space,” said senior Bradley Harris. 
  Seatbelts can provide safety but also cause harm.  
It has been tested that they can jam or become unable 
to come apart.  If an emergency were to happen and the 
belts malfunctioned, it could delay getting to safety for 
the driver and the students.  
 The design of the seats is to provide a safety 
barrier if a sudden stop were to happen and to keep the 
children in place.  Installing seatbelts would provide a 
domino effect for drivers.  Training would have to be set 
up for bus drivers to explain to the passengers the correct 
use of the belts as well as what to do if the belt were to 
jam during an emergency.
 Many parents believe seatbelts would insure the 
safety of children being transported to and from school. 
This topic will always be up for debate, but pros and cons 
are to be weighed out before decisions are made.  

People who are involved in 
killing of cops and violent 
protests are not part of the 
movement. 
 The Black Lives Mat-
ter movement is one of the 
most ascendant social justice 
movements in recent years. 
It has had a huge impact on 
civil discourse, policy making 
and the way politician’s cam-
paign	for	office.	Whether	you	
support it or not, it’s worth 
educating yourself about. 

What’s the matter?
by Breanna Howard

Belts, 
buckles, 
and buses

by Ashley Rickard
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	 TRIGGER	WARNING!	Some	groups	may	find	this	
article to be offensive and crude.
  A trigger warning is a statement at the start of a piece 
of writing, video, etc., alerting the reader or viewer to the fact 
that it contains potentially distressing material (often used to 
introduce a description of such content). For example, “Trig-
ger Warning for people who suffer with PTSD.” 
      People who suffer from depressive episodes, PTSD, 
anxiety, and other mental health problems use trigger warn-
ings	to	steer	away	from	anxiety	attacks,	flashbacks,	and	
anything that can further hurt the current situation they are 
in. Through the years, some people feel that these victims do 
not need protection. Why is warning people or making sure 
people are safe such a taboo topic? Even college professors 
who use trigger warnings to alert their students of triggering 
material are being criticized. 
      The University of Chicago sent a welcome newsletter 
to their upcoming freshman. It was made clear that the school 
doesn’t support “trigger warnings” or “safe spaces” of any 
kind.	The	Huffington	Post	posted	a	photo	of	the	so	called	
“welcome letter.” 
It’s obvious the college has a misunderstanding about what 
goes through a mental heath victim’s mind when “triggered.” 
They state, “At times this may challenge you and even cause 
discomfort.” As if all people who suffer have the same level 
of capability. Discomfort is not an accurate word to describe 
what it’s like to feel personally attacked and victimized. It’s 
much more complicated and stressful than that to people who 
are living through a personal tragedy.
 The university also stated that it would not provide 
zones on campus for students to freely visit where they can 
be sure to avoid hateful and re-traumatizing rhetoric. That 
way the school wouldn’t have to cancel a speaker like George 
Will, a Pulitzer Prize winning columnist and speaker who 
tells college students that rape victims are a privileged class 
on	campus.	Huffington	Post	also	posted	an	article	about	his	
column where he put words like sexual assault and survivor 
in quotations.
  Trigger warnings are needed into today’s society, so 
are safe spaces. People who are suffering deserve a way to try 
to heal.

Trigger warning 
controversy hits 
campuses nationwide

by Mckenzie Nobles
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